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, On  Tuesday,  Septorber  6,  11'77,  librarians  serving;  l;lind 
and  pliysically  ’nnndicapped  individuals  met,  on  special  invitation, 
with  members  of  the  IntciTia ti onal  Federation  of  Library  Associations 
(IFLA)  Ilospita]  Libraries  Section.  Tliose  present  di.scussed  tlie  need 

, 4 

to  organize  within  tlic  IFLA  structure  to  develop  coiimion  teclinical 
and  service  guidelines. 

Bachground 

Prior  to  the  meeting  all  participants  received  a proposal 
from  Frank  Kurt  Cylke,  Chief,  Division  for  the  Blind  and  Pliysically 
Handicapped,  Library  of  Congress,  U.S.A.  Tlic  proposal  stated  that: 
"Library  service  for  tlie  handicapped  lias  tlic  same  philosophical  base 
as  that  for  the  nonhandicapped . Many  of  the  service  and  tccimical 
approaches  arc  identical;  those  not  identical  arc  quite  closely 
allied.  Although  providin.g  appropriate  library  material  for  blind 
and  handicapped  people  has  necessitated  tlie  utilization  of  meclianical, 
electrical,  end  electronic  engineering  disciplines,  the  medium 
selected  must  be  related  to  service  caul  library  pliilosophy . " 

Mr.  Cyl]:e  suggested  that  library  service  to  liandicappcd 

» 

individuals  should  be  addressed  by  an  organization  of  librarians 
sucli  as  IFLA  rat'ner  than  Ly  an  organization  devoted  to  tlic  v;elfare 

of  t)ic  l>li)nl.  Fi’i'llior,-  l)c  noted  five  areas  requiring  immediate 

« 

attention:  1)  tlic  deve) op.z.ent  of  an  interjiati oia;  invcntoiy  of 
liLra)')'  resou'rcos  ; /)  t);o  uf'ed  for  id.  I'.l  i fj  cati  on  ',r  existing  * 

p 

4 
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productioii  formatG;  3)  tlie  need  for  standardization  of  production 
formats;  tlie ^development  of  an  effective  international  interlibrary 
loan  mecbanisin;  and  5)  tlic  need  for  a coordinated  application  of  exist- 
ing and  future  technologies  to  production  requirements. 

'.'Meeting  . ' 


At  the  meeting  Ileleen  Rosskopf,  Head  Librarian  for  the  Blind, 
Amsterdam  Public  Library,  Netherlands,  supported  the  proposed  develop- 
ment of  an  IPIA  orieaited  coordination  effort  and  asked  that  librarians 
’’standardize  original  products  so  that  exchange  (may  be)  possible." 

Ms.  Rosskopf  stated  that  "The  original  recording  of  talking  books, 
should  in  every  country  be  the  saiae,  so  tiiat  copies  on  every  sort 
of  audiomatcrial  could  be  made  on  request;  and  v;c  should  produce  all 
braille  books  in  full  script  (Grade  1)  so  that  v.’e  can  borrow  books 
easily  from  each'  other."  ' . . 

Mr.  Cylke  next  moderated  a discussion  of  the  attendees  to 
the  point  of  his  proposal.  Sixteen  representatives  v;erc  heard. 

George  Cliandler,  Director  General  of  the  National  Library,  Canberra, 

• t 

Australia,  asked  that  tlie  concept  that  tlie  "transmission  of  the 
heritage  of  literature"  be  foremost  in  everyone's  thoughts.  He  then, 
as  did  all  spcal:crs,  supported  the  cstabl islii.'ient  of  an  IFLA  v.’orking 

group.  ' • . 


Supporting  co:,;r.!ents  were  tlicn  received  from  librarians 


rep res 


iling.  I’.omiuda,  IR'lg.i'an, 


i'{ib.ij',o,  Scuili  Africa,  Gormajiy 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
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and  tlic  United  States  of  AKicrica.  D.  Znr]:ov,  Director  of  tlic 
Republican  Central  Library  for  tlie  Blind,  Russia,  cited  tlie  voluir.c 
of  work  that  would  be  required  of  an  IFLA  group  and  reconunended 
that  a "special  IPLA  commission"  be  established. 

Special  Meeting 

On  concluding  the  ninety-minute  Hospital  Libraries  Section 
meeting  tlic  librarians  serving  blind  patrons  met  apart  for  a tvjo- 
hour  working  session.  During  this  gathering  several  areas  were 
discussed,  plans  made  for  future  activity,  and  volunteers  identified 
to  make  up  a coordinating  group  to  ensure  tliat  work  goes  on. 

• 

Plans 

All  agreed  that  the  user  group  to  be  addressed  would  include 
blind,  visually,  and  physically  handicapped  iiidividuals . 

• Further,  there  v/as  common  agreement  that  seven  areas  require 
immediate  attention:  1)  Copyright;  2)  Hibliograpliic  Control;  3)  Postal 
Regulations  and  Custom  Laws;  4)  Format;  S)  Library  Identification; 

6)  Internatiojial  and  L’ational  Liaison;  and  7)  Research  and  Developiacnt . 

• ^ 

Under  t]\c  direction  of  F.  K.  Cylke,  responsibilities  were 

assumed  for  pursuing  work.  Position  papers  v/ill  be  deveioped  for 
circulation  and  discussion  at  tlie  IFLA  meeting  in  ]97v^: 
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1)  Mission  Statement 

2)  Copyriglit 

3)  Postal  Regulations  and 

Custom  Laws 

4)  Format 

5)  Bibliographic  Control 

6)  Library  Identification 

7)  Intcmational  Relationships 


Indivi dun  1 

Prank  Kurt  Cyllce,  U.S.A. 
Frajicoisc  Hebert,  CANADA 

H.  Fidder,  NETHERLANDS 
Saleh  Muhanna,  SAUDI  ARABIA 
Frank  Kurt  Cylke,  U.S.A. 
Ulla  Cahling,  SlvEDBN 
Anna  Ubostad,  NORNAY 


Papers  will  identify  specific  areas  requiring  coordinated 
intcmational  attention.  A discussion  of  each  point  directed  the 
identified  authors. 


Steer j ng  Group  ’ 

It  was  also  suggested  that  a "steering  group"  be  established 
by  IFLA  to  ensure  the  continuation  of  coordinated  \.'ork  begun  in 
Brussels  in  1977.  ' - 


Conclusion 


Follov.'ing  all  discussions  tlie  Hospital  Libraries  Section  of 
IlHA,  uTidcr  tlie  cluairmnnsliip  of  Petra  Ib  Leeuwenburgh , Netherlands, 
issued  a resolution  calling  for  the  o’oation  of  a "Hork.ing  Group"  to 

r 

pursue  proposed  efforts  related  to  library  servicer,  for  tlio  blind  and 
pliys  j cal  ly  liandi  ca;>];cd. ' ^ ’ 
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